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Outline

▪Freedom and Trade 

▪U.S. and Texas Pecan Trade 

▪Challenges in the Mexican Market



Results of Trade Freedom



Consumer Expenditures Spent on Food, 2021

Source:  USDA-ERS



Pecan Trade



Estimated US Pecan Production

Estimated Annual Pecan Production for U.S. States, Metric Tons*
2017 2018 2019 2020 2021

Arizona 12,698                  12,644                  16,372                  13,238                  18,558                  
Georgia 48,526                  31,728                  33,113                  66,848                  40,180                  
New Mexico 41,723                  40,408                  39,796                  35,714                  35,673                  
Oklahoma 6,349                     4,082                     9,592                     3,059                     5,116                     
Texas 22,222                  15,238                  17,016                  18,961                  16,213                  
Other States 6,735                     5,138                     -                         -                         -                         
U.S. Total 138,254                109,238                115,888                137,821                115,740                
Source: National Agricultural Statistics Service, NASS/USDA
Production is estimated using data on acres bearing pecans and production per acre



U.S. Shelled Pecan Imports



U.S. Shelled Pecan Exports



U.S. In-shell Pecan Exports



U.S. Pecan Exports



U.S. Pecan Exports to Mexico



Texas Pecan Exports



U.S. Pecan Exports by Port District



Challenges to the 
Mexican Market



Challenges

▪Pecan Weevil Quarantine 

▪Acceptance of Lower Grade Pecans 

▪Shipment Issues Across Ports



Pecan Weevil Quarantine

▪Mexico has quarantine on multiple U.S. 
states, now from Georgia to most of Texas 

▪Only five counties in Texas granted 
quarantine relief: Culberson, El Paso, 
Hudspeth, Jeff Davis, and Presidio 

▪AR, CA and NM have no quarantine 
except Otero County in NM



Pecan Weevil Quarantine

▪Texas SPS regulations allows in-shell 
pecans from quarantine areas after cold 
storage treatment or hot water bath 

▪Eligible pecan exports to Mexico are 
required similar cold storage treatment or a 
methyl bromide fumigation by TDA 

▪Dr. Marvis Harris study showed that 
weevils were unable to survive in -20oC or  
-4oF for a minimum of 30 hours (Harris, 
1973)



Pecan Weevil Quarantine

▪TDA requires -17.78oC for seven days 

▪Dr. Luis Aguirre, former SENASICA 
Director and Dr. Harris’ former student 
agrees 

▪Both APHIS and SENASICA certify that the 
cold treatment eliminates the presence of 
weevil 

▪After cold storage treatment in-shell pecan 
eliminates the risk of weevil infestation



Acceptance of Lower Graded Pecan
▪Around 20% of production fall into this lower 
quality categories 

▪Currently, there’s no additional requirements 
of these lower quality pecans by APHIS or 
SAGARPA 

▪They should follow same requirements as 
in-shell pecans 

▪Average economic impact of $11.1 million 
and support 159 jobs



No. 2 Pecan Exports from Texas



Shipment Issues Across Ports

▪Two authorized ports: El Paso-Juarez 
and Del Rio-Acuña 

▪Since Del Rio falls outside the non-
quarantine zone pecans grown near are 
not eligible for export  

▪What about Presidio-Ojinaga? 

▪ Lack of infrastructure on the Mexican 
side



Conclusions

▪Pecan exports to Mexico are important to 
U.S. and Texas 

▪Cold storage highly effective in eliminating 
the presence of weevil 

▪Lower quality pecan has potential to grow 

▪Lack of infrastructure on Mexican side 
prevents pecan exports through Presidio-
Ojinaga port
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